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Larry-Foley Schooling Would Have Helped Fred Fulton

BY J. B, SHERIDAN
HE rocent death of Larry Foley
I in Australia and the Labor
Day vietory of Fred Fulton
over Carl Morrls at Canton, Obio,
turns onecs fancy to thoughts of the
hoxers. The baseball season ls over,
the foothall season I8 mot yet good
and ripe, and it may be pleasant to
cogitate a littla on the exponents,
past and present, of the manly art
of gelf-defensa
Lorry Foley was one of the malers
of modern boxing. He conducted a
boxing hall fn Sidney, what the
French call a "salle d’armes,” In con-

" pection with his saloon and restaur-

He was a clever chap, with a
Likeable, & gnod mana-
out

ant
bead on him
ger, a thinker, and he turne
somo great hoxers.

When all 1s gald and done Foley's
gohool was the connecting link be-
tween the old and the mew In boxing
He taught what waa best In the old
gohool and Invented many things that
are now in Lthe currieulum of the new
gchonl. He helped Sulllvan to take
boxing out of the slums and put it in-
in the drawlng rooms

Thinking about Fuliwon, the
thing in American pugilism, you think
about Peter Jackson and Bob Fitzsln-
mons, and are once more driven to
Foley's school of boxing For it wa:
there that Jackson, Fltzsimmong, Grif-
fn, Daweon and a host of other cele-
brated hoxers got thelr first lessons
in the art of boxing. They were prop-
¢r lessons, 100. Out of that lttla
boxing school came two of the greal-
est fighters and boxers the world has
ever seen. RIght here we may stop
to say that the white man hss no
great cange to hoast pugilistie excel-
lence of his race. The greatest box-
eras have heen negroes. 1 Peter Jack-
son was not the greatest of fist fight-
ers, Jack Johnson undoubtedly was.
The question of fistic supremacy of all
times lles hetween these two black
very black, men. There be
doubt of that,

Jefirtes Was a Leader.

Some veara ago I went into pugllis-
tle history as thoroughly as possible,
and, using all avallable data to gulde
reason and logie, I war foreed to ar-
rive at the conclusion that, up to that
time, James J, Jeffries was the great-
est pugllist that had ever livad. Peter
Jackson was a close second. This
was before the day of Jack Johnson

Later came Jobnson with his deol-
sive defeat of Jeffries. There are those
who insist that Jeffrles was far from
being himself when Johnson heat him
There are others who insisted, long
before Johngon and Jefiries ever met,
that the black man was the white
man's master in any number of
rounds up to twenty They figure
that while Johnson would outpoint
Jeffriea In a short fight, James J.
would wear down the negro in a long
bout.

Granting that Johnson could beat
Jeffries for twenty rounds, there has
not been anything in Johnson's subse-
quent fAghts to lead anyone to belleve
that the negro would have fafled to
beat Jeffries in forty, fifty or any other
number of ronnds. This sets Jeffries
back and fetches Johnson forward as
the chlef of all fist-fighting men.

1 base my oplnlon of Jackson's
greatness on Fitzslmmon's estimation
ol the black man. The world knows
that Fitz was the greatest man of his
weight the ring ever held. He was an
utter stranger to fear. He met men
60 pounds heavier than himself, and
tonk two cracks at Jeffries, the gilant
of them all,

Fltzsimmons, though, freely admitt-
ed that he would not enter the ring
with Jack=on, Ie tock on Corbelt,
Mnoher, Choynski, all the good men of
his day, withont a thought He al-
ways conceded Jackson best

“I'll fight any of them but the big
smoke,” Fitz cried In the early "00s
when Jackson, Sullivan, Slavin, God-
dard, Maher and other heavywelghts
woere striding up and down the land.

Sound Style of Roxing.

Fitzeimmons knew Juackson (from
Larry Foley's school, and he did not
wish any part of him

Foley taught a sound style of box-
ing. the Mace, old-English sclhool, the
strajght left, with the right cross, and
no such a thiog as a swing, a hook or
an uppercut. It was a beautiful and
perfect style of boxing. The point of
{t was that you must be careful when,
how and where you hit a man lest you
hurt your own hands worse than you
hurt him. That style made for clean,
careful, accurate hitting, grace and

finish

Jackson was one of the prettiest hit-
ters the ring ever saw, a long, perfect
straight left., a sound right cross.
Jackson acted llke a master in the
ring. He was a big, dignified negro,
always deferentinl and polite, |n a

man-to-man  wWay, not the servile

Southern darky style. He scemed to

dominate the ring when he entered it

He boxed pretly much as a hospitable

newest

Can L

host serves dinner, with a dignity, a
desire to serve, a grand alr. He was
alwavs erect, cool, precise. e never
missed with a wild punch, never fell
into an ungraceful or undignified at-
titude, but was quite tha fine gentle-
man throngh It all. The man was niut-
urally well bred, a descendant of
somn African chief, no doubt, and he
learned nothing that wns to his dis

advantage In Larry Foley's boxing
school

Fitzsimmons was net by naturo
adapted to the Foley methods, as was

Jackson, but there was one thing that
Foley always tanght hils pupils. That
was to fight Fltzsimmons learned that
as perfectly as Jackson learnod the
stralght left and right cross But Fltz
Queensgbury

nover was & clean-cut

fighter that Jackson was He was a
gtralght-left and richt-cross v until
he eame lo the United States  and
picked up the wild swings mauda popu-
lar by John L. Sullivan Fitz, who
was an open-minded sort of chap,
gdopted the swings, more as faints
than anything else. 1t was his straight
left and right eros that =aved him
when Peter Maher caught him that
unholy wallop under the ear at 2

Orleans in 1852 and almost destroved

MORRIS

the most famoua fighting career of nll
time

Griffo never wae a fighter, and I
doubt that he was in any sense a true
pupil of Larry Foley. Griffo was a
wonderful boxer, a slipper with his
head and & truly wonderful blocker,
Griffo did not block with his elbows
or his forearms entirely. Hls best
block was one at arm's length, when
he would reach forward, and, by
touching the arm of his opponent
block, emother or deflect a punch just
as It started. Griffo was an uncanny
boxer, undoubtedly the cleverest of all
time, but he never could hit hard, and
he never could really win a fight.
Then his only ambition was to tipple,
in which art he attahed a pre-
eminence far bevond lis feats In the
ring.

George Dawson, for twenty-five
vears boxing Instructor of the Chicago
Athletie Club, was another of Foley's
pupils. Dawson had some gopod tights
to his credit. He beat Danny Need-
ham, then second to Tommy HRyan
among wellerwelghts, and he was
good enough to seare Ryan himself In-
to tonsilitls when they were to have
met at New Orleans. The nickname,
“Tonsilitls Tommy." was affixed to
Ryan after that flasco.

Dawson beat Needham, Tommy
Tracey and hiosts of other good men
before he retired to his natural habi-
tat, the berth of a boxing instructor,
for which he was eminently ftted by
skill and nature. Dawson, like Jack-
80D, was a beautiful fghter, with the
straight left and a right cross. It was

Dawson who brought the often-barred
Kidney punch into prominence by us-
ing it to beat Needham In the early
90s,

To turn out four snch pastmasters
Inside of four years, or practically at
the same time, was, indeed, a feat fo
Yet In the nildd)
Larry Faley practically
supplied the champlons of the world

one boxing school

or early fis

and they waere all In America, (oo, Hi
hoad Jackson among the henvyweight
Fitzsimmons amont the middle-
wolghts, Dawson for Lhe welterwaelghts
anid Griffa among the light and
fentherweights, for, if he ecould have
been got fit Griffo eould have done 12
pound: As it wag, he fought at about
140, and hoat all eomers up to that
walght Then there was a e¢hap
named Abe Willle, from Folex's school
that went a long way among the han-
fams.  In fact, It took n good hoy of
the elass of Cal MaCarthy {o take
Willie' Australian taw

Influax from Anstralia Felt,

The Immilgration 'of Australisn hox-

ors of the first quallty left its impress
in thea American ring, The first Amer-
lenn elty to foel the effect of the Influx

waos San Franciaco, where the Dingo
boxaers landed Sa Ce ¥
and secores of other A

ad from the Augetraliang who came out
of Larry Foley's school In Sydney
That the publle exhibitions and

matches of the Australlans had its ef-
fect upon the Amerlcan style of box-
ing may be Imagined,

So, In the light of the past, the pres-
ent s Interesting, and thought of Lar-
ry Foley and his salle d'armes gives
us a better understanding of the over-
lords of the ring of today.

Since the days of Jackson, Carhett,
Slavin and Pitzeimmons, Fred Fulton,
the HKansas-born bricklayer, is the
most distinetively American boxer
The big conqueror of Langford, Mor-
ris, Welnert and many other good men
Is American all throngh, In looks,
lineage and tempersment. He is big
enough and good enough to whip auy
lHving man That he can, or cannot
do g0, iz a question of gameneas, stam-
ina, fighting Instinet, general temper-
ament,

Since Fulton put Morrls, the pet of
the fight trust, out of the way, he is
the only possible apponent of Cham-
plon Willard. who has been, the world
will agree, a mush champion. Willard
Ia some 36 or 3T years old
was and never will be an attractive
fighter, He 1s a great whale of a man
who can fall on his opponent and
smother them. Willard 15 no Queens-
berry champilon. Therefore the best
that can happen to the good old game,
which, for all its faults, s a man's
sport, 1s that Willard shall retire, or
better stlll fight Fulton and got out.

While Whipplng Was Good.

it fs as certaln as most things that
Willard pever can be got inlo condi-
tion for a good Aght

Ho never

He is immense,

FULTON

heo is ancient, he Has been fed up on
hog and hominy until
mountain of a man. He cannot be got
fit for a fight and it [ by no means
certain that, If e could be fitted, he
could, the best day he ever saw, whip
Fulton. True, he dld whip Johnson
when Jobnson was old and fat and
when it was advisable that Johnson
should ba whippod For Johnson
was no longer a tonl whereby money
could be minted. It fa well to under-
stand that Johnson could make more

he is a very

money by being  whipped than Dby
whipping., that he was broke and
needed the money that could be made

by belng bedter

It Is no secret amune followera of the
P. R. that (ts major motions are con-
trolled by a syndicate consisting of
three major officials and many minor
offfclals. These tajor officials
managed Johnson When thelr ol
broke tho laws of the United States
and was obliged to flee the country or
spend o long term in prison his value
was done. e was no more good to
himaell or to them, Lawvers had
plucked the unfortunate black clean
of his money. He was a stranger in
a strange land “stone broke.”

once

The syndicate was not making any
money. Nelther was Johnson. Both
needed money. How was it to ba got?

Clearly not by Johngon beating any
other Aghtér. John=on could not show

after the fehi.

in the Unlted Statea
Pletures showling a black man beating
up a white man were not popular, es-

states below the Mason
line. The syndleate had
found that out when they tried 0
the plotures of beat-
ing Jellrles In Soutbern states.

pecinlly io
and Dixon
Johinson

show

Manlfestly

beat

the way to make mobey

To that end
a hig, strong,
gort of a cow-
old, hg did not
he did not care very much

Johngon
Willard selected,
cumbergome, healthy
boy Johnson
traln and

was to
was

f

Wwas

nbhout
20 Willard became champlon of the
world

winning

Forced frult never has the flavor of
the naturally grown article. A forced
hand-made, raised-under-glass cham-

pion, never has the favor of a natural,
obstacle-overcoming, gallant-fighting
champlon Willard proved a dismal
fatlure as m money-maker for Lhe
syndicate

Cut Loose from Syodieale.

Nol only that he proved himsell »
tightwad., He made some money, but
£0 s00n as he found himself in 7, posi-
tion to go It as an Indopendent Be told
the syndicate to go to, that he had
bought his own elrcus and would not

-

ight or divyy nny more fused to take Luther MceCarty when
Clearly It was up to the syndicate to Jeffriea handed him the belt. They re-
o gomething, In the Arst place It had fused 1o aceept Morris when 4 releree
to prolect its prestige or olse it could mades him champlon.

not lope tp dictate to ofito own The syndicate did not profit much by
fighters in the future. So it was I8 \ha derizion which gave Morris the
business o gat Willard licked er make yictory on a foul over Fulton. But

lilm relinquish the money-making Utle this decision had its pecullar psycho-
of «

lamplon i loglenl effect Having won In the eyes
To llek Willard the syndleate pleked of the referoe, the gyndleate fancled
Carl Morris, the Sapualpa glant. who that Morri might really and truly
wag already one of [ta working men. whip Fulton in a falr, square match
Morriz i2 just a big felow who ean under a real Quesnsbherry referee. So
toke a beating, a sort of a4 much mag- do the prejudices nnd passions of men
nifiedl adition of one Battling Nelson, delude them
only not #o fast nor so attractive & g, the syndicate matched Morrils to
person as Nelson, just a whale of 8 pept Fulton at Canton, Ohlo, on last
man Who could take a punching. Mor- {ahar Day, Matt Hinkle of Cleveland
ris can’t glve much of a clean punch. puagaren Morris fought as always,
Ha can manul a man, erowd' A man, roll foul, and was promptly disqualified
on a man, wearyv a man, but he can't gfter Fulton had given him a very

cut in with a swift punch and hurt

nasty cutting up

In

a man .
: srip of Syndlente.
In o word Morrls 18 a good-natured : =

big but the last man In the
world to attract the admiration of the

Now Fulton Is the man that Willard
must fight or reslgn to. So far the syn-
wag n bad man for the dicatée has no hold on Fulton. Proba-
pleking  of the syndleate Mut the b1y th syndleate will et some hold, 12
syndicate could not see the difference Dot on Fulton, then on Fulton's earn-

chap

ool So he

between a  fast attroetive, shinine nes. Folton will want to fight, will
chap who could put op brilliant fightg have to fight to make money, Now
and shine In the newspapers, and a COMes his harvest It is easy Iio
sodden hulk of a man who was about —aueer” a prize flght. The syndicate

ia adept In that art So, in order to
ight and to make a living, Fulton will
have to stand for what amounts to
hiackmadil

There

ns attractive in the fat

ring as a

rpolse

However tho syndicata wanted a
tractable man and they found him In
He could be depended upon to arc things about Fulton that
split his earmings with the men who I "0 not litke  He does not seem to
control figliting—for ne one slse cares care for an uphill battle. Tt does not
to control It—in the United States,  appoar that he is a deadly game, cool

Morris

In order to qualify Morriz for a man. He has heen up agalnst  the
maich with Willard they matched “brace It Is trme. So has many
Morris agoalnst Fulton In New York another good man. The trouble Is not
fulton would have made a good man With being up agalnst the “brace”

for the syndicate but for one thing— but with the fight that Fulton put up
agalnst it  Fulton did not “go good”
when Morrls had the referee with him
in New York He acted pecvishly.
Nor did Fulton go well when he had
A snuare referoe and got the decfsion
ita people behave at Canton. He walked out of the ring

To the end that Morris should whip hecause Hinkle would nat disqualify
Morrtls for foullng

he was too keen an American to hand
it 80 per cent of his earning Which
was good reason why Morris
hould whip Fulton, A syndieate ean-
not be a syvodicate unless it can make

maora

Fulton no palns were spared In
thioss affalrs it 18 most important that Morris fouled all right and should
the referec shall be “pight” Thiz have been disqualified. Hinkle was tho

does not mean that the referce shall best judge of when 1o do it. Fulton
he crooked. Not at all, It means that Das no business acting pettishly and
he should Le the atyle of man who fuitting, for that |s what he did when
will stand for the pecullar style, or he walked out of the ring Walking
stylos, of the boxer you want to win. oul of the ring would have been taken
When the syndicate chose a referee 85 eoWardice in the old days, and It
for the Fulton-Morris fight they chose Merited disqualification for Fulton at
4 man whe was famous for hlg fancy Canton. Hinkle had not disqualified
for rough work. clinching, pulling, Morrls when,Fulton walked ont of the
hauling, butting, elbowing, palming, TINE, then he should have dlaquatified
thao and tricks thar Fulton
enable strong and heavy men to over-
come a slighter opponont

Ihpusand one

The fact wes that Hinlkle wanted to
glve the spectators a run for their

Morris fought in total violation of all ™oney, which |s right after all. But
Queensberry rules. He clinched, hug- What s tho use of having rules if
ged like a bear, butted like s bull, these rules are not enforced. Hinkls
pulled like & wresiler and kicked like Should have disqualified Fulton, and
a steer. Fulton did not ke this sort left him to settle with the disap-
of fighting and gat back in kind. For pointed crowd
which he wae promptly disqualified. It is rather a pity that Fulton was

But the American people never have not reared In the gchool of Larry
fallen for u made champion. ,They re- Foley, where men were taught to take
fused o take Peter Maber when Cor- the worst of it, Lilt hard nglu cleanly
bett “resigoned” in bls favor. They re- and then win. '
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